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As one of the most influential German fashion photographers 
from the 1950s to the 1980s, F.C. Gundlach decisively shaped the 
aesthetic stylization of the female body. As a private collector, 
however, his passion was devoted to more provocative, ambig-
uous, and profound forms of corporeality. Extravagance and 
queerness are expressed in these works just as much as vulner-
ability and nonconformity. 
Drawing on around 200 works from the F.C. Gundlach Collection 
the catalog accompanying the exhibition Cocktail Prolongé: F. C. 
Gundlach Special explores the diverse ways in which corporeality 
can be staged — always with an eye to how the body becomes 
a medium for the portrayal of roles, fantasies, and desires, as 
well as for articulating critical demands. 
 
The works presented — which F.C. Gundlach began collecting in 
the mid-1970s — are highly topical, not only in light of the grow-
ing visibility of the queer community, but also because they re-
veal a fascinating and deeply intimate, indeed personal, aspect 
of his private collection: the vulnerable and the defiant body, 
the tamed and the untamed, the patient and the restless body 
— as captured from the most diverse perspectives and driven by 
a wide range of motivations. 
 
Presented as part of the 9th Triennial of Photography Hamburg, 
the exhibition is conceived as a tribute to F.C. Gundlach himself 
— who would have celebrated his 100th birthday on July 16, 2026 

— and who was also the initiator of the Triennial. The exhibition 
title draws on Gundlach’s idea of inviting friends and acquain-
tances to a Cocktail Prolongé — an extended gathering for view-
ing, discussing, and celebrating the collection’s manifold rich-
ness together. 
 
 
The publication features works by approximately seventy photo-
graphers, including Diane Arbus, Richard Avedon, Hans Bellmer, 
Erwin Blumenfeld, Katharina Bosse, Bill Brandt, Larry Clark, 
Jiri Georg Dokoupil, Greg Gorman, Jenny Holzer, Jürgen Klauke, 
Les Krims, Robert Mapplethorpe, Irving Penn, Jimmy DeSana, 
Cindy Sherman and Joel Peter Witkin. 
 
Exhibition: 
Cocktail Prolongé: F.C. Gundlach Special 
9th Triennial of Photography Hamburg  
Deichtorhallen Hamburg, House of Photography 
05. 06. – 22.09.2026 
 
 
 
 

On the centenary of the birth of F.C. Gundlach: two hundred works from his private collection

Please note: 
All press images are approved for publication in the context 
of a book review. You can access the press images via the fol-
lowing link: 
https://www.deichtorhallen.de/de/presseinformation/cock-
tail-prolonge/ 

For further details, press images and review copies, 
please contact the publisher’s press office: 
press@kehrerverlag.com 
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www.kehrerverlag.com 
Kehrer Verlag, Mannheimer Str. 175, 69123 Heidelberg, Germany
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01_Jimmy DeSana, Coffee Table, 1979 © Jimmy DeSana 02_Katharina Bosse, Untitled, 1999 © Katharina Bosse 

04_Fergus Greer, ohne Titel (Leigh Bowery im Kostüm), o.J. © Fergus Greer

05_Herb Ritts, Dijmon with Octopus, 1985 © Herb Ritts Foundation courtesy 
Camera Work Gallery 

03_ Jimmy DeSana, Panty Hose, 1978/1979 © Jimmy DeSana Trust


